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UPCOMING SHOWS AND EVENTS 

Thursday, May 18 and Thursday, June 15 – Executive Board Meeting. 

Conference call meeting. Contact us for call-in information if you wish to 

“attend”.  

Friday, June 23: Classical Dressage Friday Clinic. Jacksonville Equestrian 

Center. Afternoon lessons and open auditing with Brian MacMahon USEF 

“r”. Cost $95.00. Registration is open to weekend show competitors and non-

competitors. Open to Schooling and Recognized Division Riders. Sign up 

online to lesson!  

Saturday, June 24– Member Share-a-Plate Stable Party at JEC with 

Lecture 3 of our 2017 Judge Lecture Series with Brian MacMahon “r”. 

Gathering will immediately follow the conclusion of our schooling show 

rides, allowing the last rider time to join the activities! Bring a dish to share 

and your favorite beverage.  

Saturday and Sunday – June 24 and 25:  Summer Dressage Challenge 

Showposium Schooling Show!  Official – Brian MacMahon “r”. Master-the-

Test format offered with instant judge feedback following tests as time 

permits. Sign up to show online or view the prizelist.  

 

RECORDED MANDATED HOURS AND VOLUNTEER HOURS  

- 8 hours of Mandated Service is required to participate in the Year-end 

Awards Program. An opt out fee is available.  

- Self reporting of Mandated and Volunteer hours is necessary for hours to 

be recorded.  

- If you have filled any positions at the schooling shows this year, written 

an article for 2017 or have done any other activity to fulfill part or all of your 

Mandated Service or Volunteer hours and have not reported them, please 

take a moment to do so.  

- A current list of Recorded Service Hours is available online.  Please 

complete the appropriate form if you do not see your time listed.  

 

- Contact Us if you need the current Member’s Ony section password. It may also be found in the Welcome email 

you received when you joined or renewed your Society Membership in 2017.  
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MANDATED AND VOLUNTEER HOUR DUTIES:  

Mandated and Volunteer hours may be served in the following manners:  

- fill one of the positions at our Showposiums  (scribe, ring steward/tack check, scorer/runner, etc.) 

- participate on or chair a Society Committee  

- participate on the Advisory Board  

- organize and lead a FLASH Social Affair 

- write an article for our Newsletter 

- host a show official in your home for the weekend of a Showposium 

- provide an educational lecture to the membership  

- or - make a suggestion to the Executive Board as to how you may assist 

 

 

RECOGNIZED DIVISION RIDERS – INTENT TO SHOW RECOGNIZED DECLARATION  

Recognized Division riders are required to submit an Intent to Show Recognized Declaration prior to each competition. 

This informs us of the need to look up and include any scores in our Year-end talley. As our organization grows, we cannot 

continue to look up each Member’s scores on a routine basis.  

If you have shown this year and have not submitted this form prior to your show – take a moment to submit the form now.  

Submission of this form also lets us know who to include in our “Rockin’ out Recognized” wishes and treats! 

 

SUMMER SOCIAL AFFAIRS – JULY / AUGUST 

With the heat of Summer – we will be taking a break from hosting schooling shows. There will be two Social Affairs 

offered: A sunset gathering at Sawgrass Beach Club Monday July 24th, and our third annual “Spa Daze” at the Spa at 

Ponte Vedra Inn and Club on Satuday, August 19th. More information will be forthcoming in the July/August Mini-News. 

If you wish to make your Spa Appointments to assure you receive a treatment – please do so now as weekends at the Spa 

tend to be busy. Spa Hours 9am – 6pm. Event Time: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm+, Lunch 12:00 noon – 1:30pm (avoid 

scheduling appointments during lunch) 
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http://www.pvspa.com/


Crossing Over to the 

Dark Side  

By Czechmate, as told to L.E. Hartley 

  My owner, and main 

person, has been asked to write an article 

detailing our experiences in crossing over to 

the Dark Side; that is, transferring our energies 

from the hunter jumper ring to the dressage 

arena.   

 She has asked for my help in this matter, 

as indeed it is helpful to understand the perils, 

pitfalls, and successes as seen through the eyes 

of the horse. 

 The retooling of our program did not 

come soon enough, as far as I was concerned.  

My owner, Ellie, was very stubborn in her 

devotion to tearing around a show ring and 

leaping over fences scattered every which way.  

In fact, I was obtained with the goal of taking 

Ellie to new heights.  I was certainly willing 

enough, and showed great promise in this field.  

I was pleased to show off my talents, 

performing at three feet and even higher.  I do 

not want to sound boastful, but I was quite 

good.  I could jump anything.  Anything - just 

as long as I could understand what she was 

asking me to do.  It wasn’t easy. 

 However, I soon got the uncomfortable 

feeling that Ellie was confused about what she 

wanted.  She would urge me to hurry, hurry, 

hurry toward a fence, which I would do of 

course.  Ellie wore spurs and carried a crop and 

was not shy about using them.  Nevertheless, it 

was not long before I got the feeling that her 

heart was not in it.  I understood her 

instructions in this manner:  Let’s go, let’s go!  

No!  Wait! I don’t really mean it! 

 In order to simplify matters, I had to 

take over.  I know that this is not advisable in 

the horse world, and I am not proud of myself, 

but I am not exactly ashamed either.  If Ellie 

really wanted to get to the other side of those 

fences, there was an obvious, simple solution.  

Why not just go around?  Circumventing the 

jumps is far easier and less stressful for us both 

than hauling our well-fed bodies over those 

flimsy fences that fall if one looks at them 

wrong. 

 So, I ask you, wouldn’t you have taken 

the same approach?  If your rider has her heart 

set on getting to the other side, the mount shall 

handle it.   

 Surprisingly, however, the darting-

around-the-fences method was not as 



successful as you might think.  Ellie meant 

well, but to be perfectly honest, she can be a bit 

thick.  She was not happy about this 

arrangement and made every effort to go 

against my will and jump those silly fences. 

 Ellie put away the spurs and crop and 

cried for a while.  For those of you who have 

not experienced this behavior in humans, I 

must inform you that it is quite embarrassing.  

I could only look away and pretend I did not 

notice. 

 We enjoyed some down time, jumping 

cross rails at our home while I tried to ignore 

the crying.  It was a rather restless time for me, 

however.  As you well know, every horse needs 

a job. 

 I was pleased, therefore, when a new 

person came to visit and took us over to the 

Dark Side.   

 When I was a young horse, new to this 

country and its customs, I participated in 

Dressage and was moderately successful.  I had 

had some training in the Old Country of my 

birth, and indeed my pedigree includes many 

well-known dressage competitors.  Or at least 

that is what my mother told me. 

 The first time I entered a Dressage 

arena, I looked about warily for the fences.  

Those little things?  Laughable!  But when Ellie 

and Miss PittyPat began their work, it started 

to come back to me.  Move forward into the 

bridle!  Maintain a round shape with plenty of 

impulsion!  These were phrases my mother 

would repeat to me in the Old Country. 

 True, Ellie has a long way to go.  But she 

is working hard and has a good attitude.  I am 

proud of how far she has come.  She even cries 

less these days, which comes as a great relief.  

And there have been some great shopping 

opportunities!  We have all new tack and 

training gizmos, and Ellie looks really swell in 

her new riding habit.  We are competing 

regularly once more, meeting new friends, and 

enjoying our own companionship as never 

before.  We still become frustrated with one 

another, but, as I said before, I am proud of 

Ellie for crossing over.  It was time for a new 

challenge.   

I do hope she does not develop an 

interest in polo.

  


