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UPCOMING! 

First Coast Classical Dressage Society – 
Dates to Remember 
 
November 17, 18. 2018 
FCCDS Championship Finals & Autumn Dressage II Challenge Showposium 
Charlotte Trentelman “S” and Dee Loveless “R”, officials 
 
November 17-18 
General Membership Meeting & Dressage Deciphered clinic re-scheduled from October. 
 
January 12, 2019 
Year End Gala at Bistro Aix, 6:30pm 
Invitations and information to come soon! 
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Illustration from “Ecole de Cavalerie” by Francoise Robichon de la Gueriniere 
 



Growing Pains 

Image is a detail of Claudia Fontes’ “The Horse Problem”; installed at the Argentinian 

Pavilion at the 57th Venice Biennale in Venice, Italy in 2017. 
 

by Linda Dennis. September 11 – 2018 

Every organization - everybody - grows rapidly sometimes, and at other times, slows down. Life 
can carry on similarly at length; then suddenly change shape, or even go dormant, only to emerge as 
something even more spectacular and beautiful at last. Lately FCCDS has had a bit of a lull while some 
of our foundation members, and most hard-working members, have had to deal with family tragedy; 
employment changes or demands, children; summer crazies, and more. A few people have stepped up 
to fill in recently vacated positions on the Board; and others have simply taken on different tasks that 
were once all done by one or two people, to keep things on track. The changes in some cases may be 
temporary; and some may evolve into a new order or direction. Either way; spreading the burden of 
“jobs” done as part of the Society’s features, such as this newsletter, has become necessary. I am happy 
to be the new newsletter “Captain” and hope to steer this ship along its usual course; as well as bring a 
few new and hopefully beneficial and fun aspects to the mix. Because of the gap in newsletters for a few 
months this summer, there will be some stories and even announcements and concerns, members 
might be hoping to find updates on here. To get this publication out as fast as possible and to get 
things running smoothly again, I have decided to keep this edition brief and with what information I 
can gather quickly, to keep everyone apprised of what’s eminent and what FCCDS has in store with 
clinics; shows and important announcements pertinent to all members. I will be loosely following the 
basic premise of the former newsletters; though where things are found in the pages may change; and I 
will be adding a few new headings for additional items, and art from museum and gallery collections of 
International quality. I welcome all newsy items from ALL members; and will provide a personal email for 
any bits of info folks want to send; even personal “gossipy” things like; you put up a new barn; purchased 
a new horse; bred your mare; painted the fences, etc.!! The quotidian will be as important here now as 
the lists of coming events; USDF offerings, and awards to members. We have members from different 
walks of life; backgrounds, and socio-economic groups; as well as those just starting out in riding and 
with Dressage, while others add to medals and awards already accruing on their walls. We will all be 
richer for celebrating everyone’s accomplishments and journeys whatever they are; and of course, in  
the spirit of the CLASSICAL pursuit - all horses are improved with Dressage, and the Journey is the 
Goal. 
 

 



 

 
 

Board Member, Mary Glissman Paul on “Little Black Dress”, with S/FEI 4* Judge and Clinician William “Lee” Tubman at the June 2018 FCCDS 

Showposium at Jacksonville Equestrian Center. 
 

The Classical Legacy - Masters of Dressage - Our Mission Realized 

 
At our creation, we set out a number of goals that have become Society Missions. One of the most 
important, is to make a significant effort to inspire riders to become more aware of and knowledgeable about 
Classical Equestrian Theory, and to embrace the teachings and training methods of the revered Masters. 
Whether one’s goal is competition; or personal pleasure, and an improved communication and partnership 
with one’s horse; we hope being part of this unique and empowering society; will educate, communicate, and 
fulfill all thinking horsewomen, men and youth among us. 
 
We have had allot of hurdles to jump in the opening years of the creation of this GMO. Much work behind 
the scenes has been done; and we are very excited that now after four years, we are able to delve into this part 
of our mission with gusto. We will feature a short bio and “heads up” regarding the work of a great founding 
member of the Classical Dressage cannon in each of our bi-monthly newsletters. We will also include a 
“tip of the hat” to a still living Master who has carried this precious legacy forward into our own time. We 
hope these short features will promote curiosity and a desire to know more; and encourage our members 
to further their own research on these important foundational figures; and their following emissaries. 

 
“All human beings love horses. I think everyone is thankful for the many ways a horse will make 
himself useful; giving willingly of the work we expect from him, and also the pleasure he gives us in 
so many other ways. A rider who loves not his horse will only bring danger upon himself. When I 
speak of strength and courage, I do not mean brutal and daring riders, but I mean the relaxed 
strength of the rider who allows the horse to move in a more natural, balanced and elegant way. 
These characteristics of the good rider lead him on the road to perfection.” 

La Gueriniere, Paris 1733 



Francois Robichon de la Gueriniere was one of the 
most influential and important historical figures in the 
history of Dressage. Francois Robichon de la Gauerinere lived 
from roughly 1688-1751. It is his work that laid the foundations 
for the schools of Vienna; Samur, and Hanover. His illustrated 
book “Ecole de Cavalerie”; first published in 1729 in Paris, 
became the Bible of Equestrian Art. Though La Gueriniere was 
known as the Master of Versailles; he himself was never truly 
based there. He was born in Essay; and trained under M 
General Monpoint Vendeuil. After study he had to set to 
work commercially immediately; and ran his Academie at the 
Rue de Vaugirard. His early brilliance brought the appointment 
to running the Manege des Tuileries in 1730. His work there 
led to worldwide recognition in his own lifetime. 

 
 
The greatest value of his writing was the preservation of all that was good from the past; and the 
elimination of all that was harsh and artificial. His favorite former masters were de la Broue and the Duke 
of Newcastle, though he embraced the good work of many former Greats, from different nations and time 
periods, including parts of Xenophon's work. His own focus was always on the understanding of the horses’ 
spirit and mind; and the use of methods and ways that honored those qualities which maintained the 
horse’s “lustre” and longevity. 
 
La Guerniere’s work is best known for his great study and perfection of the Shoulder In, and Half-Halt. He 
disdained the past use of sudden stops and starts; considering it too harsh and apt to create problems with the 
horses’ physical and mental wellbeing. His development and use of the Half-Halt; was just as beneficial to the 
exercise of teaching the horse to lighten it’s contact; and lower the hindquarters without interrupting the pace 
or causing apprehension. His belief in the reward immediately after “correction” of the half halt included an 
emphasis on the immediate release; or yielding of the rider’s hand. The Shoulder In was perfected  by La 
Gueriniere from the earlier teachings of the Duke of Newcastle using this exercise on the circle. La 
Gueriniere felt it was apt to put the horse too much on the shoulders; and modified this work to be primarily 
an exercise along the perimeter of the manege and in the corners. He felt it would help supple the whole horse 
and correct the natural crookedness of the horse. Shoulder In to La Gueriniere was done on four tracks. His 
understanding of the crossing over of the legs as a contribution to the lowering of the hindquarters  as an 
aide to collection was adopted almost word for word by the FEI later on. He was also fundamental in the 
work of the Rein of Opposition; or the riding of the horse from the inside leg to the outside rein. 
 
La Guerniere’s work on most of the exercises we now consider standard FEI described elements of 
advanced Dressage, include extensive study and refinement of the Passage and Piaffe; as well as the 
elements of proper training NOT included in FEI descriptions such as the “Surrender of the Hands, (La 
Descente de Main).; that characterize the distinctively “Light” form of French Riding.  
 
La Guerniere’s contributions to Dressage are so many it is hard to mention them all in this short bio; but 
surely one that can’t be left out is his alteration of the way the rider was meant to sit. He changed the 
design of the saddle so that the huge rolls in front that were throwbacks of the tournament days; were 
removed, allowing riders to bring their thighs forward and thus bend the knee so that the lower part of the 
leg could touch the horse as an aid; and dispense with the gigantic spurs of former times. His belief in the 
necessity of the rider’s balance alone being the foundation of the seat grew to become the standard even into 
our own time, for all nations and schools of Dressage. 
 

As time advanced during La Guerniere’s life, High School - Manege riding began to suffer threats from the 
way the Modern World changed equitation and the use of the horse in war and sport. The popularity of 
the “English” way of riding - galloping to hounds always in a snaffle and without any former preparation 
in balance or collection, was 
becoming the new “thing”. The French Revolution and the coming of the Napoleonic Era created less use 
for small semi-private armies led by wealthy nobles on well trained horses. Large armies drawn from all 
levels of society and the use of guns changed everything; and the survival of the School of Versailles and 
the Art of La ueriniere was preserved by the Austrians; at the Spanish Riding School.  
 

 

Illustration from Ecole de Cavalerie 



Meet the Judge - Tina Drake 

USEF "R" DRESSAGE JUDGE 
Tina's love of horses began at the age of 8 in 

West Palm Beach Florida; riding Saddle Seat. When 
Tina moved to New York City to pursue a professional 
dancing career, she continued to ride at the iconic 
Claremont Riding Stables in Manhattan. When Tina 
rode through Central Park in the city, she was 
sometimes accompanied by the NYC Mounted Patrol! 
After meeting and marrying her husband, Tom, Tina 
became enthralled with Dressage. They built "Pas de 
Cheval," a 10-acre farm where she rode with, and 
hosted clinics for, Maj. Anders Lindgren, the world 
renowned Swedish Instructor and Olympic coach. At 
this time Tina purchased, trained and rode the well-
known Swedish Warmblood stallion "Raswan". 
Raswan and Tina achieved the USDF Bronze and 
Silver Medal before Raswan was retired to stud. 

Raswan produced numerous successful offspring and Tina continued her dressage passion as an active 
"R" Dressage Judge. Tina is a strong supporter of the Central Florida Dressage Association with her 
annual Ride a Test. Tina is passionate about correct training and harmonious riding, focusing on the 
Classical way. 

FCCDS member and NL editor, readying Mary Glissman Paul’s young mare ” Molly”  
for her role in the  Costume Contest as “ The “Frito Bandito’s” Mule, at the October Showposium at JEC in 2017. 

 



What’s Happening 
 
November 8, 2018 - Executive Board Meeting 

Executive board meetings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month. Most meetings are conference call meetings. Any member is welcome 
to attend. Please complete the contact us form if you wish to attend the 
meetings and the call in information will be sent to you. 
 

Please note that the Volunteer Internet form is sent out to all members 
before each Showposium or FCCDS clinic event. Please look at the positions still 
available; and consider signing up for something. We NEED your help and it 
makes all the DIFFERENCE to the Society’s success. Keeping our Showposiums 
and Clinics going successfully is EVERYONE’s responsibility. Thank You! 
 
November 17 - 18, 2018 – 4th Annual FCCDS Championship Finals & 
Autumn Dressage II Challenge 

Online registration is available here.  Please review the current 
standings on the Score Tally to make sure you have signed up for what is 

required to obtain Year-End Awards! 
 
FLASH!! November 17-18: General Membership Meeting, Saturday, November 17, as part of the Judge’s 
Lecture Series and Share-A-Plate get together.  Any members, artists, etc. that are interested in providing give-
aways, please contact any board member. 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 

Classifieds 
 

Classic Hennig; Black; full outer blocks. 17” Medium Wide Tree; in 
BEAUTIFUL well cared for condition. Never out of an AC tack room; cleaned 
and conditioned after every ride. Recently re-flocked and checked over by Faye 
Flynn. Wool flocking of the highest quality; easy for Hennig saddle fitter to 
make it work for your particular horse. All billets; etc. are in top A-I condition! 
This is a beauty! You can’t do better than a Hennig...the classic go to saddle by 
professionals for decades. Really puts the rider in the best possible balance. 
ONLY reason for sale is owner bought a NEW one for her new narrower horse, 
with a more appropriate size for her own mature seat size. Fittings not included. 
3K OBO. contact Mary at: mary.paul1958@gmail.com 
 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Thank You 
 

Society Patron Members and Patron Members 
Mary O’Brian - GOLD Society Patron 

Lisa Beardsley - Patron Member 
Beth Gould - Patron Member 
Sandi Lucas - Patron Member 

Lynnette Wadsworth - Patron Member 
Beth Mikulic - Patron Member 

Patricia Lazare - Patron Member 
Heather Rodney - Patron Member 

 
Current Executive Board: 

President: Lisa Beardsley 
Vice-President: Lynnette Wadsworth 

Secretary: OPEN (Lisa Beardsley acting) 
Treasurer: Patricia Lazare (Trish) 

Mary Glissman-Paul: Member at Large 
Barbara Cadwell: Member at Large 

http://www.fccds.org/contact.html
http://www.fccds.org/contact.html
http://www.fccds.org/show-online-schooling-show-entry--payments.html
mailto:mary.paul1958@gmail.com


Board members, Patrons; and other contributing members of various kinds including those on the Executive 
Committee put in a lot of uncompensated extra time, money, and energy to make this Society work for YOU. 
Their commitment and willingness to GIVE their valuable time and ideas is invaluable. Thank you to each one 
of them and ALL our Volunteers!! At Shows and Clinics; behind the Scenes research; writing and 

administrative work; Marketers; Networkers; Cheerleaders, and Participants in all things First Coast 
Classical Dressage. 
 

Not a Society Patron or Member Yet? 

 

JOIN TODAY!! 

www.fccds.org 
******************************************************************************************************** 

Living the Legacy ~ Masters Among Us 
Karl Mikolka: Great Living Master of Classical Dressage. 
US Trainer; Rider, and Example of Dressage at its finest 
 

Karl was born in 1935 and experienced a youth 
surrounded by war hiding in bunkers and basements with his 
mother in Vienna Austria, while his father was sent to fight. He 
was drawn to horses early on and was accepted as a trainee at 
the Spanish Riding School; then run by Alois Podhajsky. After 
years of careful study with Bereiter Alfred Cerha at the school, 
he advanced up the ranks to finally become Oberreiter, (Head 
Rider). In 1967 he left the SRS to work in Brazil, creating 
and competing an International Dressage team for that 
nation. In 1972 he moved to the USA to create the 
Massachusetts Dressage Academy at Friars’ Gate Farm in 
Pembroke MA; owned by Richard and Julie Ulrich. There 

he worked with many American horse breeds and Thoroughbreds, as well as American riders in both 
competition and performances of the type seen in the SRS. In 1974 he was invited to Lincoln Nebraska to 
be part of the founding of the USDF and became a well-known judge in the mid 1970’s, which included 
being part of several Olympic Selection panels for the new US Dressage teams. In 1980 he once again 
worked with Lipizzans, at Tempel Farms in Illinois 
focusing on exhibitions. In 1997 he returned to 
Massachusetts, where he lives along the coast 
giving occasional clinics to very lucky participants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karl Mikolka giving his client and Patron Julie 
Ulrich a lesson in Levade on his American 
Saddlebred, at Friar’s Gate Farm in Pembroke 
MA. 

  

http://www.fccds.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Detail of Orchid and Hummingbirds 

Martin Johnson Heade - American 

 
Local news, gossip, humor, and happenings! 

 
A little bird told me:  Patron member Beth Gould bought a new horse! What I know…Bay with some white socks. 
Hanoverian gelding, 5 years old! Thanks have gone out to Megan Graham for her assistance in this search. 
Hopefully we’ll hear more about this young Dom Perignon soon, and perhaps get to meet him at an 
upcoming FCCDS event. Congratulations Beth! 
 
ALBTM:  Gwen Taylor-Kirk recently celebrated her birthday with other FCCDS members at a party featuring white 
togs! FCCDS members included Gwen of course, Lynnette Wadsworth, and others. Woot! “(how old are you 
now)? 
 
ALBTM:  Local Dressage Personality looking for a new horse!  Must be capable of helping her get her Silver Medal! 
Contact: Cindy Reese: art@ckreese.com 
 
ALBTM:  Mary Glissman-Paul got a new fancy saddle!  A gorgeous BROWN Hennig; the correct size for her now, 
main mount, “Little Black Dress”.  The new saddle is a better fit for Mary and for “Molly” and great 
progress is being made. Thank you to Faye Flynn! 
 
ALBTM:  A new hand-painted sign for the farm was recently completed by Linda Dennis for OWL Creek Rd. Farm.  
It will face the Bennett Road side of the property and hopefully make it easier to locate.  A larger one will be 
prepared and finished for the Owl Creek Side soon! 
 
ALBTM:  Mary Glissman-Paul adopted a new cat!  PUTIN!  Aka: the POOT is an incredible Russian Blue young man 
with extra athletic abilities and great at schmoozing his way into every heart! 
  

mailto:art@ckreese.com


In Memory - Jack Rodehaver 
 

We are saddened to have received 
news of the recent passing of our dear 
friend, and biggest cheerleader: rider-
trainer-coach Jack Rodehaver of 
Ivanhoe Farms. This is very sad and 
surprising news, as Jack was a very 
lively and active member of the 
Northeast Florida Horse community in 
the Jacksonville area right up to his 
unexpected passing.  He brought 
many new young and adult riders to 
their first competitions in Dressage 
and Jumping; contributing a 
significant number of entries in all the 

local schooling shows in many area horse organizations. Jack was also a local breeder of 
sporthorses for a number of years, using his popular stallion “Jazz”, a son of the well-
known Dutch Warmblood “Art Deco”, on Thoroughbred, Warmblood, and Appendix 
Quarter Horse mares.  Several of Jazz’s offspring were raised and sold locally and are still 
active, successful partners for their owners in both Dressage, and Hunter Jumper 
activities. 
 
Recently, Jack and Jazz were regular attendees, along with a number of young riders 
and their parents and friends, to most of the FCCDS Showposiums and clinics.  Jazz had 
been gelded a few years back and proved to be a very kind, steady; and reliable school 
horse, as well as first competition horse for many lucky kids.  Jack continued to ride him 
successfully in local jumping competitions as well.  Jack was always humble, kind, 
generous, and friendly to everyone.  He was full of life; and super enthusiastic about 
horses and his students, never daunted by his sometimes-difficult situations, doing the 
most he could for people who might otherwise have found it hard to enter the “hallowed” 
halls of Dressage.  He filled a very important role in our local equestrian community - that 
of foundation coach and trainer 
- for many people who have 
gone on to make horses and 
riding their own lifetime 
passion.  His presence will be 
sorely missed.   
 
Efforts are currently being 
made to offer a yearly challenge 
Trophy in his honor through 
our schooling series, for our 
youth riders - those he gave the 
most to.  Look to the next 
Newsletter for more 
information on the Challenge Trophy.   

  



Meet the Members! 
 
In each Newsletter will feature a full picture of one of our active riding members and their horse!  
 
Say hi next time you attend a FCCDS event! 
 
 

 
FCCDS member and former Treasurer: Suzy Sciacalepore and her Dutch Warmblood mare 
“Tessa”, 
warming up at JEC during a FCCDS event. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Hurricanes; Tropical Storms; Storm Surges, and Flooding 
“Running from the Storm”, Artist Unknown, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.  
 

This is Hurricane Season and most 
of us have experienced at least one severe 
weather event in our area in the last few 
years. Lisa Beardsley provided a GREAT 
article on preparation for Hurricanes; 
including tips about packing, planning and 
evacuations, in a FCCDS Dressage 
Deciphered article a few years ago. 
Reference it for detailed information, via 
the website www.fccds.org. 

Along with the onslaught of our 
current storms of note - Florence & 
Michael - there are other storms and 
weather events growing and changing in 
our area offshore all throughout Hurricane 
Season. Do not be casual about the dangers 
of this threat. Be sure to prepare ahead of 
time with plans ESPECIALLY for your 
animals. Whether you own your own farm 

or board; be sure there are safety plans ready for the evacuation or on-site care of your horse or horses. Be 
sure there is plenty of feed ready in case roads are hard to access and electricity is down afterward. Be sure 
you have LOTS of drinkable water for the animals; utilize muck buckets; show buckets; plastic tack boxes 
and outdoor water tanks to fill up before the storm hits - just in case. Be sure tack; tack boxes; equipment 
and any feedstuff you are responsible for are addressed re: water, flooding; and damage. Your horse or 
pony is YOUR responsibility. If you are staying in place, volunteer to help your barn owner where you 
board. He or she will be out straight with all the extra work; and help will not always be available. If you 
are staying at home with your own farm; make lots of preparations to keep the property safe from tree 
falls; power lines; and water encroaching into low areas. Invest in a large Generator. Having emergency 
electrical inflow will save you and your animals allot of grief. Keep your vehicles including your trailer, 
safe and in tip top shape for quick access to ways out of wherever you are with excellent tires; tune-up and 
electrical systems. Keep paperwork and computer information re. Your animals safe and dry and pets of 
course WITH YOU wherever you go, WITH their food and harnesses, collars etc. and carriers if you have 
them. Make a list and include phone numbers of motels and places to stay if you evacuate where pets are 
allowed. Make reservations early. Jacksonville Equestrian Center is a well-built storm proof center where 
stalls are available for those needing a better shelter for their animals in storms. Don’t wait till the last 
minute to make arrangements if you are not SURE your facilities are storm worthy. 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 

Bulletins from the Board 
This column will alert all members to late breaking information from your FCCDS club Board Members. 
Information will come from meetings with USDF, and with each other at the second Thursday of the 
month Board Teleconferences. Some of this information will be fleshed out and some will just be bullet 
point issues that will be addressed further in upcoming publications or min-news flashes. The following 
are from this month’s meeting: 
 
George Williams; President of USDF and longtime US Dressage Official and Person of Note - will be 
doing a presentation to our group to help promote Region 3 (Yes that’s us!). This will come to you as a 
FLASH Event! 
 
Our June Showposium with William “Lee” Tubman, S/FEI 4* judge, elicited a great deal of outside 
interest. We will be having him back next year and hope to expand this type of offering to attract similar 
participants, and perhaps build to offering a Recognized show in future. 
 
As per USEF, all riders; trainers; owners, et. al; will have to complete the “SAFE SPORT” Training as of 
January 1, 2019 to compete in Recognized Shows.  SEE THE ADDED info on this below. 
  

http://www.fccds.org/


 
As of this publication, Linda Dennis will be the “Dressage Deciphered” editor and publisher for FCCDS. 
Please send any news you are interested in sharing to her address  foundationdressage@gmail.com. Also, 
if you wish to contribute an article or be interviewed as a personal witness to any of the shows; clinics; or 
topics for publication in this Newsletter. The Acronym NL will be used to designate the Newsletter in 
some entries; and the acronym ALBTM will be used on the column “A Little Bird…..” 
 
Any members that have any personal stories to submit in the next edition of the Dressage Deciphered, 
please send any contributions for this effort to: foundationdressage@gmail.com.   
 
***************************************************************************************************  

2019 SHOW DATES 
 

February 16 - 17, 2019 2019 FCCDS Winter Dressage Challenge 

March 23 - 24, 2019 NEW***2019 FCCDS Spring Dressage Challenge I*** 

April 20 - 21, 2019 2019 FCCDS Spring Dressage Challenge II (Easter Weekend) 

June 22 - 23, 2019 
CANCELLING - 2019 FCCDS Summer Dressage 
Challenge 

September 21 - 22, 2019 2019 FCCDS Autumn Dressage I Challenge 

November 16 - 17, 2019 
2019 FCCDS Championship Finals & Autumn Dressage II 
Challenge 

 
***************************************************************************************************  
Just Before Us ~ 
 
We will include a photo of a historical figure, location, or event in the more recent history of Dressage - 
focusing on the 20th Century, in this feature, in each FCCDS Newsletter. 

A view of the Dressage arena Maifeld, on a grass field - during the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, Germany. 

mailto:foundationdressage@gmail.com.
mailto:foundationdressage@gmail.com


Required SafeSport Training is available free to all (USEF) 
members through the Member Dashboard.  
 
As of Jan 1, 2019, every USEF adult member (18 years of age or older) with a Competing Membership, 
must complete USEF's Safe Sport Training. 
 
A 30-day grace period to complete the SafeSport training will be provided to all members who renew or 
join on or after December 1, 2018. Members joining prior to December 1, 2018 will have until January 1, 
2019 to complete the training. Those who do not complete the training within the grace period will be 
ineligible to participate in USEF activities, including competitions. SafeSport Training for non-USEF 
members is available for $20. 
 
Please note – a few Society Members have taken this training.  Here are some pointers: 

• It is three (3) sections and requires at least 45 minutes PER SECTION. 

o You can take breaks and come back to it as many times as you need. 

• Foxfire and Google Chrome are the preferred browsers to use. 

• Have your USEF Membership Number available BEFORE you click the SafeSport Training link. 

• You will be required to REGISTER with SafeSport PRIOR to beginning the training. 

• A certificate for EACH of the three (3) sections will be sent to you, along with a FINAL certificate 
upon completion of the entire module. 

• This training will be required EVERY YEAR you wish to compete in recognized competitions. 
 
***************************************************************************************************  
I thank you for your patience with this new effort for the FCCDS “Dressage Deciphered” Newsletter. It is 
an initial effort; with a much-simplified template, and my own style. Much of what was in some of the 
former newsletters may be absent here; such as information on all the offerings of USDF, but I will try to 
keep abreast of it for the next edition. For now, I am getting my Sea Legs used to the job. If you have any 
news for the Classifieds or “A little bird...”, or any other announcements or articles you’ve written you’d 
like to submit, please send them on! Please send to: foundationdressage@gmail.com 
 
For More Information on anything Society; please go to our website: www.fccds.org   All articles not 
otherwise credited are written by Linda Dennis and are her sole property. Reproduction is available with 
permission. 
 
***************************************************************************************************  
  

https://members.usef.org/
https://www.safesport.org/training
mailto:foundationdressage@gmail.com
http://www.fccds.org/


 

View of the dressage arena at Dixon Oval, during a 2017 FCCDS Showposium ride with 
Lisa El Ramey. 

 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

To the horse 
To your faults a little blindness 

To the Rider 
Nothing becomes you as much as stillness and 

humility 
To the Competitor 

When the Great Redeemer comes to write against 
your name, he does not write that you won or lost, 

but how you played the game. 
~Einar Schmit-Jensen 


